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YEAR 12 PERSPECTIVES AND PERFORMING ARTS PERSPECTIVES 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.02 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on two wonderful events that celebrate the artistic talent of recently graduated high school students from 
across the state. Both Year 12 Perspectives and Performing Arts Perspectives provide fantastic opportunities for 
young individuals to showcase their artistic and creative skills and imagination to a wider audience. The 
Year 12 Perspectives exhibition at the Art Gallery of Western Australia is now in its twenty-fourth year and 
throughout this time it has displayed the very highest standard of visual arts being created as part of the high 
school curriculum. This year, 65 works from year 12 students across the state were chosen from more than 
270 submissions. School students from Geraldton, Albany and Busselton in regional Western Australia and 
Willetton, Hillarys, Claremont and Midland in the metropolitan area have demonstrated unique vision and skill 
in their artworks, including painting, drawing, sculpture, digital-moving image and photography. The free 
exhibition is now on display at the Art Gallery of Western Australia until 1 June. 
Last Thursday evening at the magnificent His Majesty’s Theatre, 18 graduating students stunned audiences at 
Performing Arts Perspectives. Presenting a fantastic selection of drama, music and dance, these young people 
showed that age is no indicator of experience as they tackled monologues, musical pieces and choreography that 
would challenge even seasoned performers. Aside from the impressive skills shown in both events, also evident 
was the willingness of the young people to engage with difficult issues such as immigration, war, body image, 
homelessness and animal welfare. 
Year 12 Perspectives and Performing Arts Perspectives are crucial initiatives to encourage young people to 
pursue artistic careers, and the exhibitions provide them with an opportunity to have their dedication celebrated 
in the state’s most respected arts venues. These events are made possible with the support of the state 
government but, more significantly, through the hard work and dedication of the teachers and schools and, of 
course, the students themselves and their families and friends. It is testament to the quality of the arts curriculum 
that students are reaching such a high standard. Although some Perspectives alumni have gone on to become 
well-known names in their respective art forms, it is hoped that all of them will have developed a lifelong love of 
the arts, which will mean that our future stars on stage and in galleries will have an informed and appreciative 
audience to support them. 
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